CONTENTS

PACE
CHAPTER ONE..........I

Describes a journey to the Church of St. Simeon Stylites in
Syria and to the ruined pilgrimage city of St. Sergius. I stay
at Palmyia on my way to Babylon.

CHAPTER TWO..........3!

I cross the desert to Baghdad, and on the way encounter a strange
fragment of England in the wilderness In Baghdad I meet the
Chaldean Chiislians I visit the holy cilv of Kadlumain, sacied
to the Moslem Shias, and am taken at night to see the Shia
flagellants pass through the stiects of Baghdad.

CHAPTER THREE.........64.

I go to Babylon and sec the rums of Nebuchadnezzar's city. I
make a louiney to Ui of the Ghaldees and walk the streets of
the city m which Abiaham was bom I cross the desert again
and pass south tluough Syiia and Palestine into Egypt.

CHAFFER FOUR..........103

I go to Cairo, meet the descendants of the Ancient Ecryptians,
visit their churches and a nunnery, heai of strange saints, and
attend a Coptic wedding At Mataria, where the Holy Family
arc said to have lived during the Flight into Egypt, is a tree, a
legend, and an obelisk.

CHAPIFR rrvR..........142

In which I go to sec the gold of Tut-ankh-Amun, visit the Cairo
Zoo, fall ill, and am sent to the Pyramids I journey to the
Faiyum, see the Canal of Joseph, live by a lonely lake-side, and
return to Cairo to attend a Coptic Christening.

CHAPTKR SIX..........178

I set out for the Oasis of Siwa in the Libyan Desert. At Mersa
Matruh I meet Greek sponge-fishers. I noss the desert to the
Oasis, see what remains of the temple of Jupiter Ammon, visit
the Fountain of the Sun, and make a few friends. I diink green
lea, attend a. dance, and icturn eventually to Alexandria

CHAPTER SEVEN.........     210

I look at the remains of the Pharos, meet a man who believes
that Alexander the Great is still buried in Alexandria, travel
the desert toad tu Cairo, and see the ruins of the city of St.
Mena. In the Wadi Natrun I visit four Coptic monasteries
where Christian monks have lived since the Fourth Century.

vu